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The Saudi Arabian Government has recently con iz ed c 

cluded a one~year contract with Ralph M. Parsons, Inde vm te 4 

of California for a water survey of the Kingdom. The = rez! ® 

first member of a five-man team, Mr. R. S. Davis,a ,, = oO * 

geolegist, arrived on [ote * 26 to prepare for the |, rh Os. 
arrival ef other members. After talking with goyerrm-OG ~~ oO — 
nent officials in Jidda and Riyadh, Mr. Davis has tele~ > 
the remainder of the team to come to Saudi . 

Arabia. Al) willbe stationed at the beginning in Jidda,. D 
He HH H Besse 
ON 
In an effert to resolve its most important preblem, water, the Saudi t 
Council of Ministers appreved, teward the end of January, a one~year AY 
contract with Ralph M, Parsons, Inc. of Los Angeles, California for a Sy 7 
water survey of the Kingdom, As the Department will recall from the Ol 
reference despatch, the Ministry of Agriculture and Parsons agreed to the 0) 


terms of the contract last July, but final conclusion of the contract was 
dependent en the approval of the Council of Ministers. 


On February 26, the first member of the Parsons group arrived in 
Jidda, He is Mre R. 8. Davis, chief. geologist of a five-man mission which 


, his mission with is Sibaley, Mr. Davis explained that 
aiate task: to determine as far as he could what the Saudis 
Lasion’ to de and to make preparations for the arrival of other 
eee 
oe | ; 
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. Parsons' terms of reference as outlined in its contract with the | 
Saudi, Government are apparently somewhat general. Davis felt certain, 
however, that the King would probably want. the group to start by 
examining water possibilities in Riyadh. After that he thought the 
group would concentrate on places of high water potential, or places 
where the Saudi Government had an immediate water problem. These were 
only his personal, thoughts. He left for Riyadh on March 3 to meet=and 
ebtain the views of the Minister of Agriculture and his deputy Abdul 
Rahman Hulaisi,. 


Davis returned to Jidda on March 1). He appeared to have learned 
little mere about Saudi plans for the team other than that they would 
probably be along lines described in the paragraph above. Sufficient 
progress was made on housing however to warrant his telegraphing the 
remainder of the group in the United States to leave for Jidda. Part 
of his housing problem had been uncertainty as to whether the group 
would be headquartered in Jidda or Riyadh. The issue was resolved quite 
simply by his finding that there was not at the present time sufficient 
housing in Riyadh for the five families, All five members of the Parsons! 
team, according to Davis, intend to bring their families to Saudi Arabia. 
The plan now is that they will live in five apartments now being completed 
by E. A. Juffali, Parsons agent here, but that eventually at least two 
of the group will be stationed in Riyadh. 


Davis's program at the moment is to supervise the completion of the 
five apartments and then study available material on the water resources 
of the Kingdan, 
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Transmitting Aramco Translation ‘of "Heglabions for Ownership of 
Real Estate in the Hijaz." 


The “mbassy transmits an Aramco Arabian Research Division translation 
the Saudi Arabian Government's "Regulations for Owership of Real 


reporting officer on a recent trip to Dammam, may be of interest to OIR/ 
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Estate in the Hijaz", dated October 12, 193). These regulations, given te oe 
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Enclosed are a number of photographic color transparancies of | 
land forms in Ar Rub' al Khali in the southern portion of the Arabian i 
Peninsula. These pictures were taken by the reporting officer dur- { 
ing a field trip in April 1959. Those haa ae taken from the 
air were either from the back window of an Aramco "Beaver" through 
the glass, or from the pilot's seat of a DC-3 with the window pushed 


aside. 


After those of the photographs in which the Department finds 
sufficient of interest to reproduce have been processed, it is request- | 
ed that the slides be returned to the _reporting officer. es 
Sat Ee Cree eee 7 NCAR | 

{ 
{ 
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The slides themselves may be considered unclassified material. 


00 | 
" (DO, 
i. 10 35* Ne s AS SOT z. System of linear dunes ('Uruq, sing: O 
'Irq) with channels (Shuqqan, Sing: Shuqqat) between the dunes. ‘> 
These dunes run in a north east - south west direction. The eo 
crests of the dunes are often 100 feet above the lowest point _ 
of the channel. The distante between crests is here about one (9)) 
half mile. Photograph made from a Beaver at 3000 feet. There a Nae 
was much sand in the air. @) i' 
I. 
2. 18° 25" N = 49° O' E. ‘'Irq and shuqqat from about 2000 feet. — 
From Beaver late in day. = 
ol’ 
3. 16° 25? Ut - 50° O' E. Looking northeast up shuqqat. The floor © 
of the, channel is sand and sabkha (salt flat). 
be 18° 251 N - 47° 40' E. View srs ebeueso i shuqqat. 
5. 4° 308 N 53° 30! i Red sand in large hills standing on [Nf 
sgabkha. Fda D0-3 t 00 
at 8900 488m s\ bw 2 va = 
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6. 21° o7* We ae O5' E. The sand hills have become taller and | 
more sabkha shows between the dunes. 


e, 
ie ei" 10' N = 5” 50' E. The sand hills have become quite separate 
and stand on the flat sabkha. Aramco geologists say that the 
salt flat does not vary five feet in elevation in 50 kms. 


é, 21" 1) N - ia 54° E. Sand mountains standing on the sabkha. 
9. 21° 14! N = 54° 54! E. Sand mountains. 


10. all 14! N - Og 54° E. The crests of the sand mountains are 
sometimes as much as 900 feet above the plain on which they 
stand. 


° 
ll. 21 59.5'N - mah Ot E. Yellow sand desert at A] 'Ubaylah. The 
relief is: very low and large dunes are absent. 
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SUBJECT: New Dubai Land ‘Registrati on System Planned 
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The Gulf Daily Times of December 15, 1959, reports under a dateline of = 
December 14, that a new Dubai land registration system is planned. The article 0) 
is as follows: ~ 
N 

t 
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"NEW DUBAI LAND REGISTRATION SYSTEM PLANNED 


"SAYYID AHMED ADAM, a Sudanese government official (land registrar ) 
arrived here recently at the request of His Highness Sheikh RASHID BIN 
SAID AL MAKTUM, Ruler of Dubai, to introduce a new system of land registration 


"With other schemes now in hand, His Highness thought that the time 
had come to establish a land department in order to give more facilities 
for land settlements and sales. 


"Sayyid Ahmed who has a long experience in land matters, is studying 
the present situation in Dubai court, under the supervision of Sheikh 
MUHAMMED BIN HASHER, the Dubai court superintendent, and then will submit 
his proposals to the Ruler for approval," 
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